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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamada (US. 4947269). 

Regarding claim 1, Yamada discloses an image processing (fig. 12) method 
comprising: 

An input step of sequentially inputting image data corresponding to plural partial 
areas obtained by dividing one-page image (fig. 12B, col. 11, lines 1-35); 

A judgment step of judging whether the input image data corresponds to a margin 
area or a non-margin area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 18-35); 

A detection step of detecting whether or not the image data corresponding to the 
non-margin area represents at least a part of a specific image (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 64- 
68 and col. 10, lines 1-12); 
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A control step of controlling printing output of the image data corresponding to the 
non-margin area, in accordance with the detected result in said detection step( fig. 12a, 
col. 13, lines 6-12). 

Regarding claim 2, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein the 
printing output is performed in the unit of band obtained by dividing one page, and the 
each partial area corresponds to each band (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 64-68 and lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 3, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein 
when a ratio margin pixels included in the image represented by the input image data is 
equal to or larger than a predetermined value, said judgment step judges that the input 
image data corresponds to the margin area (fig. 14a, col. 12, lines 38-45). 

Regarding claim 4, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein said 
detection step detects whether or not predetermined electronic watermark information 
has been embedded in the image data corresponding to the non-margin area (fig. 17, 
col. 11, lines 21-35). 

Regarding claim 5, Yamada discloses a storage medium which computer- 
readably stores a program including: 

An input step of sequentially inputting image data corresponding to plural partial 
areas obtained by dividing one-page image (fig. 12B, col. 11, lines 1-35); 
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A judgment step of judging whether the input image data corresponds to a margin 
area or a non-margin area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 18-35); 

A detection step of detecting whether or not the image data corresponding to the 
non-margin area represents at least a part of a specific image (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 64- 
68 and col. 10, lines 1-12); 

A control step of controlling printing output of the image data corresponding to the 
non-margin area, in accordance with the detected result in said detection step(( fig. 12a, 
col. 13, lines 6-12). 



Regarding claim 6, Yamada discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

An input means for (operation unit A-1) sequentially inputting image data 
corresponding to plural partial areas obtained by dividing one-page image (fig. 12B, col. 
11, lines 1-35); 

A judgment means for (sensors 26, 27) judging whether the input image data 
corresponds to a margin area or a non-margin area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 18-35); 

A detection means for (sensing 307) detecting whether or not the image data 
corresponding to the non-margin area represents at least a part of a specific image (fig. 
12b, col. 9, lines 64-68 and col. 10, lines 1-12); 

A control means for (CPU 308) controlling printing output of the image data 
corresponding to the non-margin area, in accordance with the detected result in said 
detection step( fig. 12a, col. 13, lines 6-12). 
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Regarding claim 7, Yamada discloses an image processing method comprising: 
An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col. 11, 
lines 1-35); 

A block selection step of selection, the image information input in said input step, the 
image information of a block having a predetermined size (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 60-68 
and col. 10, lines 1-9); 

A specific image judgment step of judging whether or not the input image 
corresponds to a specific image having a predetermined feature, in accordance with 
image information of the block (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35); and 

A process step of processing the input image in accordance with judged result in 
said specific image judgment step (fig. 17b, col. 11, lines 36-49). 

Regarding claim 8, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein said 
block selection step selects the block arranged at dispersed positions (fig. 17, col. 11, 
lines 49-54). 

Regarding claim 9, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein said 
block selection step selects the blocks arranged at random positions (fig. 17, col. 1 1, 
lines 55-67). 
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Regarding claim 10, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein said 
block selection step selects the blocks arranged at a certain interval (fig. 17, col. 11, 
lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein 
when it is judged in said specific image judgment step that the input image corresponds 
to the specific image, said process step stops inputting of the image (fig. 12, col. 1 1 , 
lines 9-20). 

Regarding claim 12, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein 
said specific image judgment step judges whether or not the input image corresponds to 
the specific image, by extracting an electronic watermark of the input image with a 
software process (fig. 14, col. 12, lines 16-27). 

Regarding claim 13, Yamada discloses a method of claim 7, wherein the image is 
input by a flatbed scanner (fig. 1-1, col. 2, lines 59-67). 

Regarding claim 14, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein when 
it is judged in said specific image judgment step that the input image corresponds to the 
specific image, said process step does not perform a printer driver process to the input 
image (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 21-35). 
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Regarding claim 15, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein said 
process step displays the judged result in said specific image judgment step (fig. 17, 
col. 11, lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 16, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein the 
blocks are selected like checkers (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 17, Yamada discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein said 
input step inputs the image information of a band area having predetermined size from 
the image, and said block selection step selects the image information of the block 
having the predetermined size within the band area (fig 17, col. 11, lines 1-49). 

Regarding claim 18, Yamada discloses a storage medium which computer-readably 
stores program (figs. 1-2, col. 5, lines 8-10) including: 

An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col .11, 
lines 1-35); 

A block selection step of selection, the image information input in said input step, the 
image information of a block having a predetermined size (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 60-68 
and col. 10, lines 1-9); 

A specific image judgment step of judging whether or not the input i mage 
corresponds to a specific image having a predetermined feature, in accordance with 
image information of the block (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35); and 
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A process step of processing the input image in accordance with judged result in 
said specific image judgment step (fig. 17b, col. 1 1, lines 36-49). 

Regarding claim 19, Yamada discloses an image processing apparatus comprising: 

An input means for (operation unit A-1 ) inputting image information according to an 
image (fig. 12B, col. 11, lines 1-35); 

A block selection means for (main scan counter 451 ) selection, the image 
information input in said input step, the image information of a block having a 
predetermined size (fig. 12b, col. 9, lines 60-68 and col. 10, lines 1-9); 

A specific image judgment means for (sensing 307) judging whether or not the input 
image corresponds to a specific image having a predetermined feature, in accordance 
with image information of the block (fig. 17-17b, col. 1 1 , lines 1-35); and 

A process means for (CPU 308) processing the input image in accordance with 
judged result in said specific image judgment means (fig. 17b, col. 11, lines 36-49). 

Regarding claim 20, Yamada discloses an image processing method comprising: 
An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col. 1 1 , 
lines 1-35); 

A judgment step of judging, for each image data corresponding a block area of a 
predetermined size in the image information input in said input step, whether or not the 
image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35) 



Application/Control Number: 09/713,235 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2626 

Wherein said judgment step performs the judgment not to the entire image 
information input in said input step but to a part of the image information (fig. 17, col. 1 1, 
lines 1-20) 

Regarding claim 21, Yamada discloses a storage medium which computer-readably 
stores a program including (figs. 1-2, col. 5, lines 8-10): 

An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col. 1 1 , 
lines 1-35); 

A judgment step of judging, for each image data corresponding a block area of a 
predetermined size in the image information input in said input step, whether or not the 
image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35) 

Wherein said judgment step performs the judgment not to the entire image 
information input in said input step but to a part of the image information (fig. 17, col. 1 1, 
lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 22, Yamada discloses an image processing apparatus comprising: 
input means for (operation unit A-1) inputting image information according to an 

image (fig. 12B, col. 11, lines 1-35); 

judgment means for (sensing 307) judging, for each image data corresponding a 

block area of a predetermined size in the image information input in said input step, 

whether or not the image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1- 

35) 
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Wherein said judgment means performs the judgment not to the entire image 
information input in said input means but to a part of the image information (fig. 17, col. 
11, lines 1-20) 

Regarding claim 23, Yamada discloses an image processing method comprising: 
An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col. 11, 
lines 1-35); 

A judgment step of judging, for each image data corresponding a block area of a 
predetermined size in the image information input in said input step, whether or not the 
image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35) 

Wherein said judgment step performs the judgment not to the entire image 
information input in said input step but to a part of the image information, by periodically 
judging each block area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 24, Yamada discloses a storage medium which computer-readably 
stores a program including (figs. 1-2, col. 5, lines 8-10): 

An input step of inputting image information according to an image (fig. 12B, col. 11, 
lines 1-35); 

A judgment step of judging, for each image data corresponding a block area of a 
predetermined size in the image information input in said input step, whether or not the 
image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1-35) 
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Wherein said judgment step performs the judgment not to the entire image 
information input in said input step but to a part of the image information, by periodically 
judging each block area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 25, Yamada discloses an image processing apparatus comprising: 
An input means for (operation unit A-1 ) inputting image information according to an 

image (fig. 12B col. 11, lines 1-35); 

A judgmenfr slep o f- judging (sensing 307), for each image data correspondinga 

block area of a predetermined size in the image information input in said input -step-, 

whether or not the image data is a part of a specific image (fig. 17-1 7b, col. 11, lines 1- 

35) ^p** 

Wherein said judgment lle^performs the judgment not to the entire image 

information input in said input step-but to a part of the image information, by periodically 

judging each block area (fig. 17, col. 11, lines 1-20). 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sugiura et al. (US. 6177934) and Jacobs et al. (US. 5243439) 
are cited to show related art with respect to image manipulation. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 - 306- 
5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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